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"THE laſt Seſſion of this Par- 
01 liament being over, the 
Campaign Will open at 


home zu well as abroad: Here, in- 


deed there will chiefly be a Pa- 


per Combat; but the Event of it 


may be of as great moment to us 


as any of another nature in o,. 


ther Parts. Pampblets will ſwarm, 


as they did in the Summer which 


preceded the laſt Parliament of the 


late King; and no doubt they 


will come from the ſame Authors, 


and for the ſame Pürpoſes they 


did then. The Old S——e Me- 


thod muſt be ttied of blaſting 


?J * 


thoſe who will not give up our 


Conſtitution at home as affected 
to a Foreign Intereſt, vhilſf they 
Who would-tix this on others, are 


* 


perhaps under that Blind, purſu- 


ing that very Intereſt, 
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Reverend 8 IRS, 


The Juſt weight of the. Clergy 


in the Kingdom, and their Inte- 
reſt, in the Elections, is too well 
known to your Enemies; that 
is one of the greateſt Obſtructi- 
ons to their Deſigns, and therefore 


one chief reaſon. of their reſtleſs 


Malice to you. But they were not 


able, when they were in Power, 


and ſcrupled to own their Deſigns 
againſt you/ to break you: You 
were then on your Guard, and 


when by. ſuppreſling for mayy 
Years your Syneds, they thought 
they had taken ſure: Meafures, 
for the Execution of che reſt of 
their Project; the Clergy, by be- 
ing ſteady, | recovered part of 


their Rights Claim to thoſe which 
are Rill denied, 42 A of 


| ; IS : HY 4 
Tour Enemies are now under 
a Queen, whole own Inclinations 
A are 


go. 


” 
toe ( 


6 


gain to piFail on 


ther Motive. 


What 
KAcceſſion to tte Throne, in re- 
gerd to your Intereſt, not only 


L ana 
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are ſure to you, who can never 
be brought into Meaſures that 

rto her to have a direct o- 
pen Tendency to deſtroy you: 


They are ſenuble that they muſt 
change their Method: They muſt 
perſwade you, if they can, that 


they are convinced how ground- 


less the ir former Pregadices to you 


wee; that they have no deſign 


againſt you, but are willing to 


come into the publick Service up- 


on the foot of your Intereſt ; 


They Have only one point to 
u, not to op- 


pole their hegaini 


cation to you, is from one to 


whom. your Intereſts, on many 


Accounts, are dear: It is to ob- 
yiate any Miſrepreſentations that 
may be made to you, and to pre- 


vent your being led into Mea- 
ſures pre judicial do your Church, 


through your good Nature, I am 
fyre you never can upon any o- 


- It is hoped your Worthy Bre- 


tbren, who to little purpoſe (thro*. 


whoſe Fault they can beſt e 


have been obliged to attend theſe 


laſt Convocations, will inform 
you fully of all that has paſſcd 


there: And perhaps this Paper 
may reach ſome, whom thoſe Re- 
verend Perſons may not have the 


fortune to meet with. 
It will be neceſſary to what I 
gn,to take a ſhort View- of 
has paſſed ſince her Majeſty's 


in Englund, but in the other King- 


= doms of beland and Scotland, 


155 


were more confirm 
Opinions, when they reflected 
on the Poſture of Affairs before 


| t this time 
the Ground they once had in the 
Hue of Cemmons. This Appli- 


their Ri 
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At the Queens Inauguration, the 
Clergy thought there was a reſpite 
to the juſt Fears they had been 


under in a late _—_— They 


that moment. It was very diſ- 


mal, all the Sky was black, and 
at the late King's as well as at his 
Queen's Death (as a Prelate, 
who is very Weather -wiſe then 
) there was not one blue 
Speck in the Horizon : The Cler- 
& at that turm not only thought - 
themſelves ſafe in whatthey had. 
but promiſed themſelves too all 


obſer ved 


farther Proviſion that could be 
made, without Prejudice to o- 


thers, for their future Security. 


They were the more forward to 
hope for this, becauſe they knew 


theyhad beenFellow-ſufferers with 
their Queer, and had always been 
diſcountenanced by the Miniſtry 


in thoſe Days, for this Reaſon a- 
mong others, becauſe they were 
known to be ſteady to chews par- 
ticular Intereſt. It is owned, if 
they had been ſo out of Affecti- 


on, they had reaſon to be ſo our 
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in their 


of Intereſt, ſince Her Succetlion' 


was the time when they hoped 


h 
the reſt + the Nation had becn in 


88: And was there ever a more 
_ favourable JanQure, if we refle& 
on the Proſperity of the Friends 


ro the Church in the now Houſe 


of Cemmont, and on the great 
Things which thoſe Gentlemen 
did for the ſupport of the Govern- 
ment it ſelf? And yet if we con- 
ſider how moderate they were 


in their defires of any further Se- 


curiy 


they too ſhould be reſtored to 
ts and Privileges, as 


curity for- thoſe or their 6wn 


. Communion, and how often and 


in what manner their Attempts 
were defearcd ; there is too much 


reaſon to conclude, that the 
Clergy are not toexpett; from the 


good Will of thoſe 


ho manage, 
by Law 


any firmer Eſfabliſh 


than they have afready The 


Charchar leaſt is to gaih no Ground. 
I ſhall make no farrher Reflect i- 
ons cn this Head, nor enquire 
whence that Kverſeneſs comes, 
in ſome, to grant things ſo fea- 


ſonable, I would impute it to 


the ir Ptare, (how groundleſs ſo- 


ever of Diſturbances ere) ra- 


 Ininth 


ther than to any. DifaffeEtion; 
did not ſome "TranfaRions in 
anotber Kingdom, and that 100 
Dependant on this, give Cauſe to 
fo that ſome think it their 
private Concern to keep another 
alive, and to fupport it by extra- 
ordinary, (not to ſay) illegal, 
nouriſhment, where it was feady 
to expire thro its oCẽn wearnels. 

The Averſeneſs in the Lordi to 
the Bill againſt Occaſina] Conformi- 
55, was the only excuſe that ever 
was openly: alledg'd by ſome for 


their not promoting it more zea- 
: ouſly : It was always ſaid by ſome, 
_ that if Lords and commons had con- 


curred in the fame deſire, they 
would have been hearty:to paſs it. 
But this was not the Cafe in re- 
land, there had been a Penſion of 
1200 J. per Aanum ſettled on the 
presbyterian Miniſters there, ſoon 


after the Reſtoration ; it was then 
divided among ſeveral, who had 


been ſerviceable to the King in 


chat Juncture, and upon their De- 
privation by the Ad of Uniformity 
Were thought do Want chat Relief: 


_ C33 


It was continued thro' his Reign; 


'tho' che Perſons in whole'Conft- 


_ deration it was firſt given, daily - 


dropp'd off: Bai the Government 


made another uſe of it; txey had 


Intelligence from thoſe who en- 


pPy'd-irt of- any ſeeret Deſigns: r 
Their Party; In the hte King's „ 


time there weile ſcarce any then 
Surviving, who could lay claim 


to ir, upon the foot it was firſt 
grar.ted ; but the Party badithen - 
Intereit-not only to have it ſettled 
again, but to improve it to their 
advantage, by a new management 


of ii: it was made a Fund for 


Breeding and Maintaining Mini- 


ſte rs of that Perfwaſton, andiſodg'd 


in 2 few Hands, to be diſtributed 
at the Diſcretion, upon any oe 
caſion, or in any proportion theß 
ſhould judge proper for promo- 
ting their End ; nor were they to- 
give any Account tothe Govern» _ 
ment of their Diſtributions of it. 
When the .d R.. went” 
to lreland:tho the Penſion was con- 


tinued, yet he redue'd it to the for- 


mer ufe: He appointed the Per- 
ſons to whon it was to be given, 
and ſuch only from whom the 


Government expected Service. 


When the Common there laſt Seſ 
ſion were Settling the Civil-Liſt, 


they took exception to this Pen- 
fion.. It was obvious; that the rea- 
ſon on which it was firſt granted, 


was ceaſed, and as to any preſent 
Uſe of it, they judg'd it not only 


unneceſſary, bur dangerous, and 


tending to promote Sedition and 


Schiſm, in paxis where they were 
not: yet planted. For this reaſon 


they ſtruck it out of the Liſt, and 
deducted it in the Supplies they: 


provided: Here was à fair occa- 
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it: But the Parliament was thought 
too hard; nor could a more ſea- 


lonable Charity be found for the 


p Y, than a continu- 
ance of this Penſion. And it's re- 


markable too, that it is reſtor d to 
the perverted uſe of it. It is In- 
truſted to a few, who give no Ac- 
count how they diſtribute it, but 


at their pleaſure ſend forth their 
Emiſſaries to any part of the King- 
dom, to which they have no In- 
vitation. Their Preachers com- 


plain they have no Congregation; 
What is that to you ? Your Pen- 


ſion will be paid; Do you endea- 
Your td raiſe 4 Congregation. This 
' ſeems to ſavour more of human 
Policy, than of Tenderneſs to 
--weak Conſcienees, at a great ex- 
pence, againſt the deſire of the 


Parliament, to endeavour to di- 


vide thoſe who are unanimous. 
If you look into Scotland, you 
find the Intereſt there not only 


ſupportedt but ſtrengthhed, by 


more terrible Laus than ever wert 


before invented: I ſnall not men- 


tion the Queen's Letter to them 
at her firſt Acceſſion to the Throne; 
* tho, as ſome ÞP——5$ promoted by 
the late King juſtly. obſerved, it 


was a Shame higher than he, who 


had beer ſo much blam'd for his 
Partiality to them, could ever be 
prevail d on to uſe : But that may 
be thought a Complement, and no 
additional Security to them. But 
might it not have Hecn at leaſt as 
reaſonable to ſupport the Epiſcopal 
"Party in Scotlund, às the 22 
in Ireland 2 Might not at leaſt: as 
many Reaſons be; alledg'd-/from 


Policy as well as Humanity, for 
the one as for the other? But a 


A0 


bon for che Government to drop 


only to ſupport to them in their 
crying Neceſſities out of private 
Bounty, no Thoughts of reſtoring 
them to any of the Places they 
had been diſpoſſeſs d of by Vio- 
lence; bur the Motion ot a bare 
Tolcration for them was immedi- 
ately -quaſh'd ; they could not be 
allow the Freedom of their own 
Worſhip in Places of their own 
providing, and tho' they were to 
be maintain'd by the free Contri- 
bution of thoſe of their own Opi- 
nion: So rigid are they to thoſe 
whodiffer from them; whilſt their 
Brethren in Ireland are ſupported 
by ſuch extraordinary Methods, 
and thoſe in Hugland are grown 
wanton thro' their Indulgencies, 
and contend, that as their Eſta- 
bliſhment is as Legal as any others, 
ſo their Maintenance ought too 
to be as Publick, and are certainly 
aiming to eaſe their own Purſes 


of the charge of their Miniſters hy 


getting a ſhare in their Revenues; 
The Story of Pinners- Hallis known, 
when they came to renew the 
Leaſe of the Ground other Ele- 
ven Tears, and were asked, why 
they had taken ſu ſhort a Term 
in it ;:they; anſwered, wachour 
ſeruple d bat Aſſurance had been 
giyen them, that before the Ex- 
piration of that Term they ſhould. 
have their fhare in the. public 
Churches of the City. Bur the 


Hre ileteriaus in Scotland Were not 
bately content 10 deprive all o. 


thers of the ee dom of their Re- 
ligious Worſhip, but muſt have 
the higheſt Security they could 
think: of for their own. In 
the Act paſſcd there September 

the 16th, 1703. for Ratifying | 
the turning the Meeting of the 
| | Eſtates 


there is a Clauſe that makes it 


High- Treaſon in any of the Sub- 


jects of that Kingdom to Quarrel, 


Impunge or Endeavour by Write 


Ing, malicious or adviſed Speak- 
ing, or other open Act or Deed, 
to alter or innovate the Claim of 
Right, or any Article thereof. 
By one of theſe Articles Prelacy 


was declared a great and inſup- 


portable Grievance ; That by the 


Law now in force there, it is High 
Treaſon not only to impung the 


Presbyterian . Eſtabliſhment, but 0 
ſay that Prelacy is not a Grievance, 
and a great and inſupportable one: 
An Inſtance how theſe Men pra- 


ctiſe the Moderation they plead 


for, when, ( as far as is in their 
power) a bare Opinion is made 
in the higheſt degree Capital. 
Upon a Review of what has paſ- 


fed ſince Her Majeſties Acceſſion to 


the Throne, you are de ſired to con- 
ſider how much you are concern- 
ed in the next Parliament. In 
Ireland the oppoſite Intereſt, when 
it was at the laſt gaſp, was revi- 
ved by ſtrong Cordials. In Scot- 
land thoſe of your Perſwaſion 


are paſt hopes of Relief, and the 


others fix d by the utmoſt ſtrength 
they can have by Law, and you 
can ſcarce be ſaid to have loſt no 


Ground at home; for the defeat 


of ſo reaſonable a Bill as yours, 
relating to Occaffenal Conformity, 
is a ſhrewd Indication how ſome 
are diſpoſed to, you, and gives 
heart to your Adverſaries, and 


| weakens the Hands of your 


Friends. ; 
But you muſt take along with 


you too, the preſent poſture of 


Affairs in Scotland, in relation to 


the Succeſſion of the C79wn. 57 
the Acts paſſed there laſt Sum. 
mer, they have taken care, aſter 
Her Majeſties Deceaſe, to ſecure 
their Kirk upon the preſent Foot; 


they have full Liberty, by Ar- 


ming; to make good by Force 
what is granted to them: It is left 
to be conſidered, whether there 
be any means to prevent a Rup- 


ture between the two Kingdoms, 


but an Union; and whether there 
ever can be a Union, whilſt two 
Eſtabliſhments ii the Church, not 


only different but oppolite, are 
maintained, as the Scots themſelves 


declar'd upon a remarkable oc- 


caſion, in the Appendix to their 


Articles againſt Arch Biſhop Land; 


That one Iſland united under one 


Head or Monarch, was not able ro 
bear the Antipathy and Inconſiſteneyß 


F the two Forms of Erxeleſiaſtical 
(Government— Are not the Scotch 


aware of their Advantage? Are 
they likely to cloſe with as, but 


upon Terms where they will be 
gainers? Is it not evident from 


what paſſed in the Troubles after 


38, they will inſiſt moſt upon the 
Points in Religion, that they will 
never reſt with ſettling their Model 
within their own Kingdom only? 


Do not many of them ſtill thin 
the Nation under the Obligation 


of The Solemm League and Cove- 


nant ? by which they are bound, 
at the hazard of Fortune and 
Life, not only to maintain their 
own Eſtabliſhment, but to extir- 


pate yours. If there is to be an 
Union with Scotland, the next Par- 
liament is to judge of the Terms 


on which it is to be made; and 

it behoves you to take care, that 

you are not made the price of it, 
. 


your 


. 
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Eſtabliſment. 


r 


; 1 e e 
me Secteh are 


likely moſt to inſiſt 

upon, and many there perhaps 
may think may wich maſt eaſe be 
ried with. It is true in the 


Quauſe which empowersthe Com- 


miſſioners to treat about an Uni- 


on, they are forbid to meddle 
. with Religion, but ſhould your 


Strength in the Houſe of Commons 


fail you, how ſoon may ſuch a 


Reeſtriction de taken off, eſpecially 


k ir be urged that fo rigorous: a 


Limitation is the only Obſtructi- 


mY on to fo momentous a tranſacti- 
on as an Union would be. It is 


known by whom it was ſaid in this 
laſt Seſſion, That an Union was 51 


yet Fo be deſpair d of, if We were not 


too ftrift. in-the points of Religion: 
Another Man faid openly, be hoped 
be ſhould live to ſee in this Iſtand on- 
ty one King, one Parliament, and one 
Religion. It that Gentleman meant 
his own Religion, as in reaſon it is 
to be preſumed he did, it muſt be 
that Which was formerly profeſ- 
fed in Sodom and Gomorra b. Think 
ſeriouſly, whether Gentlemen of 
thoſe Sentiments would not readi- 
ty make the Bargain with the Scots 


at your Coſt; and Whether the 
leaſt, if theſe Patriots prevail, that 


would follow upon an Union be- 
twixt the two Kingdoms, would 
not be a Cemprebenſion here; tho 


i is not to be hoped the Scorch. 


will be content with that, if they 
can extort more, and there are too 
many at home who will incou- 


rage them to make the urmoſt 


demands 


But there is ſomewhat further 


till to be conſidered: The preſent 
State of che Cler y here, ſince-the 
of Chriſtianity in 


this Iſlanck there was neuer known 


ſuch à Difference às there is at 


preſent, between the Biſhops and 
their Clergy ;. many were willing 


to impute their Lordſhips former 


Proceedings to the influence of a 


late Reign on them, rathet than 


to their own Inclinations. It was 
hoped. when that Byaſs was re- 
moved, they would have fallen a- 


gain into the true Intereſt of their 


Cburcb, and have united themſelves 


with their own Clergy: But ! ſup- 
pbſe all are convinced by their 


preſent Conduct, that they acted 


then upon ſome other Motive. 
Have they made any Step to- 


wards an Accommodation with 


their clergy? Have they not © baf- 
fled all meaſures that could be 


offered by others? Are they not 


ſo far prejudiced againſt the moſt 
part of their Clergy, that they 
would ſooner cloſe with the Diſ- 


ſenters than their own / Brethren ? 


Do not their Actions intimate 
that they judge in Humane poli- 
cy a ſtrict Correſpondence with 
the Diſſenters, to be neceſſary to 
their own Support? But it were 
well, if they were only averfe to 
a good Underſtanding with their 
own Clergy; but there are too ma- 
ny Reaſons to think, they have 


other Deſigns in their View, and 


are as much Reſolved, if they can, 


to oppreſs the Liberties of the Spi- 
ritual Commons, as their Confede- 
rates are thoſe of the Temporal. 
Jo clear this, it is neceſſary to re- 
flect a little upon ſome late violent 


d | 


Proceedings. 
The firſt is, the pr 
Deprivation of the Biſbop of St. 


David's: That indeed immediate- 
ly' concerns the Biſhops them- 
„ ſelves; 


elves, and bething i can he mbye 


ſtrange, than the'(Monmebonans 
e A ſuch a Power, but the 
5 | enecis 


m of his Su ans in ſub- 
mitting ta it. It is no wonder 
that any Court Who names the 
ſuch a Power in him, which up- 
on all occaſions muſt expoſe the 
su ans, if they refuſe tocom- 


ply wich the Meaſures of the 


Court, to be inſulted by their 


Mens. But tho this chief. 
ly affects the Biſhops themſelves, 
yet it will reach to all the Inferi- 
our Clergy, both by the Influence 
it gives the Mean over his 
Su ans, and becauſe no Vio- 
lences on the Inferiour Clergy's 
Privileges are likelyto-be redreſs d, 
if ſuch an extraordinary one on 
thoſe who are his Equals is al- 
lowed. Archbiſhop Laud, (who 


bas been defamed by this ſort of 


Men for ſtretching the Preroga- 


tiyes of his See 100 far) in the 


Hiſtory which he has Jeft of his 
Froubles, where he mentions the 
Proceedings againſſi Biffiop Good - 
man of Gleocefter, fays;: 1 Suſpended 
himwith the Conſent of the Synod — 


He thought the Concurrence of 


the Lower s Well as Upper Houſe, 
neceſſary rod Puniſhment of a na- 
ture fo much inferiour to Depri- 
vation. It will not be pretended, 


I fuppoſe, that during the Pro- 


ceedings againſt the Biſhop of St. 
David's, a Synod was not” fits 
ting, nor could have been call'd. 


The other Inſtance: concerns you 
more nearly, and ſtrikes at the 


very Being of your. Allembly in a 


Svynod: 1 mean, the 4 — 8 


late Admonition to the Prolocutor, 


which, in effect, was to the whole 


FE 


p, ſhould countenance 


mbre Lower NRauſe, At the claſe tb) 
- of the Seffion,” he was pleaſed to 
explain himſelf more fully, and 


to declare, That if any other Con- 


vocation ſhould do as this had donc, 
he would proceed to Cenſure it. I 


ſhall not now enquire into the 
Rights of Intermediate Seſſions, 


which drew on that Admonition; 
you have undoubred Precedents | 
for them; your Meetings would 
be precarions and abſurd with- - 


out a Power of appointing them. 
as ye fee occaſion: And thoſe 


- Seſlions which are ſo neceflary co 
the being of the Lower Houſe, 


are of no prejudice to any Powers 
or Pretenſions of the Upper: The 


Convocation: in Ireland is an In- 
ſtance of this. It Neean by their 
Regiſters, that the 

there had always been in poſſeſſion 


of Intermediate Seſſions: The pre- 


ſent Biſhops never offered to di. 


ſturb their Clergy in them; and 
the conſtant practice proves, that 


they are ſo far from leſſening, 


that chey promote the entire UN- 
nion that is there between the 


Biſhops and their Clergy. © The 


Convocatian in reland Was cer- 
tainly formed after the Model of 
this im England. It is hard to 


conceive, that the Lower Clerg /, 


here ſnould have a Right tofewer 


Privileges than their Brethren 
ha re there: Nor have they on a+ - 


ny Account deſerved leſs, either 


of the Nation, or of their own 
Biſhops. But to wave this Point. 
It is an Attempt unheard of, for 


* 


which there can be no Colour 
of Precedent! or Reaſon, for a 
Me gan to pretend to cen-— 
ſure any ſingle Man, who” is not 
an 


IJaunriſdiction: 


under his Em—al or M 


ower Houſe - 
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Juriſdiction: Much lefs has he a- 
ny Authority over a Body that is 


vyeſted with Powers and Privileges 


-.of its own, and which is indepen- 
dant of him, and of all his Comp- 


- — als. And ſhould the M——an 


ever pretend to execute what he 


has threatned, he would find him 


ſelf much at a loſs for a Form of 
Proceeding on that Occa ſion: 
But that indeed would be no new 
Thing: He has learn'd of his Al- 
_ gies to make Precedents where he 
has found none. He might as 


wWuell pretend to reſtrain the Free- 


dom of Speech in the Lower 
Houſe, and upon the Informa- 
tion of any falſe Brethren, to 


ny Words they uſe there. And 
this Admonition ſeems to be in 
order to that, and to make the 

lembers accountable fer any 
Words they drop in a private 
Debate. And if this ſhould be 
gained, I believe the Clergy would 


no longer inſiſt on their Convo- 


cations. It looks indeed like a 
Judgment-of God on the Church, 
that a 1 — an who has leſs Af- 
fection to his own Order, and 
leſs Capacity to exerciſe the due 
Power of it, than any one that e- 
ver preceded him, ſhould aſſume 
to himſelf greater Juriſdictions, 
and by Faction ſupport himſelf 
in them, than ever were pretended 
to by the greateſt Ornaments of 
the Chair. The Ice indeed was 
broken by one who is always up- 
on the Forlon, in all deſperate 
Attempts upon the Clergy, in his 
Invective upon the L. Haute, un- 
der the Title of a C- -vge: 
One, whole Life has been enga- 
ged in Deſigns to deſtroy that 


SGratitu 


Church which received and che- 


riſhed him, when he fled his own 
Land; who was never confiſtent 
with himſelf, but in being falſe 
to thoſe who had moſt ;obliged 
him, and in being unconeerned at 

the moſt open Detection of 
him. Any one of a mode- 
rate Aſſurance would have hid 
his Face, upon the untimely 


diſcovery of that Hiſtory, which 
he 10 as a Legacy of his 

e to the Clergy of this 
Land. What Apology did he, 
who is a For——er make ta you 


for ſuch odious Scandals, which 
were to be tranſmitted to Poſteri- 
ty? He ſtraight publiſhed a Libel 
Cenfure private Members, for a- 


on the Body that repreſents you; 


and to be true to himſelf, he pre- 


fixed ĩt to a Diſcourſe of Peace and 


Moderation. And what are you 
to expect, when your Repreſenta- 


tives could have no Redreſs upon 


their modeſt Complaint of ſo high 
a Violation of their Fundamental 


Privileges; You are left to con- 
ſider what ſuch Men may attempt, 


who are ſupported upon a Com- 
pact of mutual Aſſiſtance by rhoſe 


of their own Houſe 2 What can 


interpoſe between you and pre- 


ſent Ruin, but the H. of Commons? 
What may you not dread, ſhould 


there be a Majority in that Houſe 


that would barely be ſilent, and 
connive at any further Violences 2 
Bur what would not others at- 
tempt, if they had a Houſe of Com- 


mon: that would concur with 


them? Your late Hopes were, that 
upon the Vacancies of Sees, ſuch 
would be preferred, as might 


think the due Authority of the 
Lower Clergy of ſome uſe to the 
Church, and a Security too to 


their 


their own Order; and for thoſe 


- Reaſons; be willing to ſee them 


ilk; hi Rights. But. ſome 
late p. tions may give you 
cauſe to ſuſpect, that ſuch Hopes 
may be difappointed. You have 


reaſon to be afraid on the other fide 


leaſt in proceſs of time the B---ops 
ſhould fill ſo many vacant Digni- 
ties with their own Creatures, 


as to out- vete you in your own 
Houſe, and deſtroy you by your 


own Act. Are you willing whol- 


CY ly to give up your Synodical 


Meetings, and depend upon their 
Lordſhips: Goodneſs. and Care to en- 


quire into all your Grievances, 


and to redreſs them ? The recep- 


tion which the Repreſencarion of 
ſome few of your Grievances had 


in the Upper Houſe, and the 
Conſtruction which was made of 


it by one of them in Print, may 


inform you how tender their 
Lordſhips are likely to be of you; 
are you willing to leave to them 


ſolely the Power, either of alter- 


ing your preſent Liturgy or Ca- 
nons, or of making new ones ? 


Are you content to be ſcattered, 
dependent Men, without a Power 
even of ſuggeſting to others, what 


any of you may think to be of 
Advantage to the .Charch in gene- 
ral, or to any particular part of 
it? It may be told you, that your 
Attendance in Convocation is ra- 
ther a Burthen than any Advan- 
tage to you: This was ſaid when 


you only connived at your being 


taxed in Parliament, for you ne- 


ver yet gave any expreſs conſent 
co it; and what you have fuffer- 
ed by that, is a ſufficient Leſſon to 


(50 


Were 


are ſtill on the AY Proofs of this, 


hold faſt that which is left, az 
little as it is: No doubt you will 
be told how fafe you are in the 
Juſtice and Goodneſs of the 
B—-. 42 as the Temporal Common: 
ere lately by the Lay L—ds: 
and it is hoped you will believe 
them as much. Not to mention 
the Caſe of Fenwick 3 there Was 
an Inſtance of Mr. How's Cauſe 
in laſt Seſſion, how tender the 
1 s pl are of private 
Mens Rights: In Which, though 
the Conſciences of ſeveral. Lay 


I. ds yielded to the Evidence 


of the Caſe, yet the uſual 841 
Band was ſtaunch to the Service 


of thts TO Tn 
Tou ſhould next reflect on the 


Character of thoſe, who are in 
ſo ſtrict a Confederacy with, the 


B—ps, and particularly of the 
chief of the Party: One, whilſt 
he was Sup—me J—ge of Right 
and Wrong, lived in open Adul- 
tery, and by a Diabolical Craft, 


had a Clauſe inferred in an Act 


for Relief of poor Debtors, to de- 
tain the Man whoſe Bed he 
wrong'd in Priſon, and thereby 
to prevent any proſecution of 


_ himſelf, I ſhall give out of a 


Thouſand only one Inſtance of 
the others Religion: Not many 
Lears ſince, in the Church of 


B——=gton in Gloceſterſhire, he 


threw out his Ordurton the Holy 
Table, and tore the Co Pr—r 
B——k and B Ile, to uſt on 
that occaſion, he went thence in- 
to the Pt, and after he had 


defi— d it, he vented Im—; 


and 'Bla——es out of it: There 


o | 
' 

| 

- : 
| 

: 

i 

| 

i 
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Ble, which be gave the Pariſh in 
part of Compoſition ; and ſurely they 
ought to be. purchaſed at the 
Charge of one of the moſt Re—nd, 
and placed in L——tb L———ry 
a2 Monuments of the Piety of that 


r "nm {ke ieee 


ſpect paid to St. s Church, 
in the beginning 
by ſome who had been bred un- 
der his Diſcipline > And it is aſto- 
niſhing, chat under ſo virtuous a 
& 1, ſuch Impieties ſhould 
J * only be unpuniſhed, but the 
A 
| Condler if there is any Reafon 
from that P——of's Life ſinee that 
Action, to think that he <- 
ver repented of it? I ſuppoſe his 
late Intimacy with ſome of the 
Rt. R — nd, is no Argument 
of his Converſion, but of the fa- 
tal Deluſion to which they are 
given up. Let any one reflect on 
the private Lives ( the ſureſt Teſt 
of Men's Principles) of the diffe- 
rent Parties in the L—ds H ſe, 
and judge from thence, which 
would be the moſt proper Allies 
for the Mi———e ; Is. not one 
Party only cemented together by- 
extravagant Wickedneſs? Are not 
Gaming, Lewaneſs, Sodomy, Impiety, 
the Baits that draw in their Par- 
tix an, and link them together? 
Is not the & 4 UB, 
which is the Nurſery of the Facti- 
on, the School too of Debauche- 
ry ? And is not a famous Gentle- 
man, Who preſcribed it to a dy- 
ing Man, as the moſt proper way 


to receive the Holy Sacrament, to 


take it in a (ter, a fit Chair. 


The C——n P. B—k ond man for this new society of Re- 


formation ? They have lately 


of this Reign, 


rs of them all ſince preferred. 


IT-CAT-CLUSB, 


DI 


"ox a great'Expence, an In- 


ance. of their Zeal for Reli- 


gion: The New cel, which 


they have erected in the Haz- 


market, for the improvement of 
the Devotion of the Party; It is 


expected that ſome of their Re. 
R- nd Friends ſhould offer 
themſelves to aſſiſt in their Pon 
bus at the opening of it; ſhould 
theſe Men once have a Party in 
whal ure you not to dread? Tour 
drareſt Intereſts are at F ſtake, 
thoſe of the holy Faith y6uprofeſs. 
ſhould they prevail, the Conteſt 
would not ba berwixt #higg and 
Tory, Presbytery and Epiſcopacy, bur 
betwixt 2 and Atheiſm, God 


and Belial; private Men's For- 


tunes would be Oppreſs d to ſup- 


ply their Expences, their Families 


diſhouour'd to gratify their Luſts, 


and every one by Fraud and 


Force would do-what ſeems good 


in his own eyes; Can any one be 


ſo weak, as to expect any. Mercy 
from theſe Men to your temporal 
Intereſts? Are not the. chief of 
them ſo many Hannibals, worn by 
their Fathers in their Youth, Ene- 
mies to you and your Profellion 2? 
Will they not expect to be reim- 
burſed the Expences they have 
been at to ſupport the Faction? 


Are not their Emiſaries to be re- 


warded ? Are not they likelieſt to 
do it at your Expence, as thoſe 


whom they moſt hate, and who 
can leaſt oppoſe them? And if a 


Tax is to be Levied for ſuch ho- 


nourable purpoſes, would not ma- 


ny. 


the H- of 5 I 


Ren to concur With them, (e r. 
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RM 
ny be willing to give up what be- 
longs to you, in hopes of ſaving 

their own by it; but, perhaps, ſome 
may think the Intereſt whioh the 
Biſhops have in theſe Men, may, 


m fuch a day, be of uſe io their 


Profeſſion. The Clauſe brought 


in the laſt Seſſion to exempt Q. 
kers from being ſued for ſmall 
Tithes any where but before the 
next Fuſt ice, is an Inſtance of the 
Return the Biſhops are to expect 


from their Lyy-Friends. The 


' Biſhops, in thiscaſe, were unani- 


mous, but they could not, after 


all their Services, prevail with 


their Friends to r<pay them a 


Vote, in a Caſe where ſo great a 


Body ot the Clergy, as all the Vi- 


ears in England, are concern'd. 


It is likely that they, who would 


have no regard to the Biſhops, in 


a Matter of ſo great Importance 
to theClergy; but in which they 


themſelves had noiĩmmediate con- 
Cern, would, ar che Biſhops deſire, 
forbear the Spoil, in Which they 
were to have their Share 2 


The Men of the Party are known, 
who have ſaid openly, That the 
* paſt Services of the Biſhops would 


vt hinder, but promote the 7 
of them, ſince they bad noa ſo muc 

diſobliged their old Friends, that 
whenever the opportunity Was: 


proper, they would fall unpiti- 


ed, would they not think they 


deal very gratefully wi their 


Lordthips, it they. allow'd them 
Penſions for their own Lives? And 


is there not too much reaſon to 
think, that many of their Lord- 
_ ſhips would readily cloſe with 
ſuch a Compoſition 2. | 


o 


Support in it, bur, eg there 


the Tr — | 
neither of them of Abilities any WD, 
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rhe Clergy, in all extreamities, 
have a. ſure refuge in Her M 
Jefty's known Affection to them; 
without doubt they have a great 


But it may. be thought char 


is an Inſtance how far the .. 
may be prevailed op, to give way 
U 


to Meaſures they do not approve : 


If ir be repreſented to them, that 


their Refuſal would be attended 
with Civil Broils, Her Maſjeſty's 
unparalelled B—nty to the Clergy + 
is an undeniable proof of her . 

own Inclinations, and it will ala 

ways be the Intereſt of rhe Clegg 

to have fure Friends in the Houſe © g 

of Commons ; to enquire, if there 

be occaſion, into the Diſpoſal of 

that very B—ty, that it may not | 

be craftily perverted by ſome, to oy 
other Ends than Her M-—fty der 

ſigned it. It is well known, that 

at the opening the Charter for 

that B ty, a Motion was made 


to make it an An —latom Cha- . 1 


rity, to be continued or remo- 
ved, as the Occaſion or Diſpo. 


ſition of the Perſons who receiv'd 
it ſhould deferve, the Conſequen- 


ces of ſuch a Diſtribution are 

too obvious to need to be diſ- 

canted on; but there is another 

reaſon for the Clergy to be ſuſpi- 

cious in this Point, the Chara- 

cters of the two Ch--f O—cers | 
for the management of this B- / 


er and 5e. 


ways equal to their Buſineſs, and 
the honeſty of one of them( which 
is bardly credible ) is much leſs 


than his Underſlanding ; ir 6 _— 


them, 


known who recommende 
( : and- 
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i | and propoſed exorbitant Salleries for the Method, by which they 
= Z for them, a Proof that there may endeavour d this laſt Seſſion ta 
ih EE be aDeſign to make larger Pro- compals, it; but perycrſe Oppo- 
vifions out of this B—ty, for ſition forces Men always to extra- 


other ſorts of Men than for the ordinary Methods, to extort what 


Clergy. | is reaſonable, , There were Pre- 
gh FIT OE 44. Tedents, and upon a leſs occaſion 
I come now to the laſt Point, too, in a late Reign for what they 


to conſider what Objections there attempted: The Commons formerly 

are to the Conduct of your inſerted their Grievances in their 
Friends in the H ſe of Commons; Mony Bills, and was there ever a- 

And can the moſt. impudent of ny more Reaſonf to do it than 5 
their. Enemies pretend any, but now, when they gave with ſuch — 
their Perſeverance to carry the diſpatch, and under ſuch diſad- 3 
Bill. againſt Occaſional Conformity, vantages, ſo large Supplies, and f 
1 Mall not trouble you with the deſired fo little in return for 
-Reaſons alledg'd for, or againſt it; them? 5 
hut did not the Crt appro ve i 1 8 
what the Gentlemen deſired? Did We are willing, that the pri- 

| | they ever ſay it was unreaſonable, vate Lives of thoſe, who in either 

; | N. only improper. at this Sea- H ſe promoted, or oppoſed this 

[ dn? Were not the B——p;, who Bill, ſhould be a Teſt of the Re- 


= | Voted againſt it, of the ſame Opi- gard which each of them had to 

| naijon? Did not one of them de- Religion, and the Pablick Good 

3 . ſire a worthy Gentleman to bring in their ſeveral Proceedings; but 

1 in ſuch a Bill, and try whether whoever blames theſe Gentlemen, 
the B.,, who were ſuppoſed the Clergy ought to value them. 


;  *....__ ot to be in the Intereſt of the They ſacrificed their private Ex- 
TS Church, would not promote it; pectations to your Intereſt, no one 
„ | Did not the P——7#e, when he can doubt, but many of them 
1 hae heard the L—d X — per read found their private Accounts bet- 


the Brief of the Bill, declare, there ter, in dropping that which they 


= Was nothing in it which any. apprehended to be a further Se- 

1 reaſonable Man can oppoſe, tho curity to you. Were not theſe : 

i | he Voted againſt it before he left Gentlemen who are now bran- 'F 

1 = dhe Houle? Are not his own Wri- ded for being in a Foreign In- . 

N \ | tings, in this very point, a ſuffi. tereſt, the ſame. who were turn'd 4 
I | _Eient Argument of his privace O- out of all Employments in King , 

| 5 pinion, whatever Reaſons he may Tames's Reign, for refuſing to = 

. | have for his publick Oppoſition > comply with his Meaſures? are 

q | Had ever any, but one famous they not the ſame who ſo ſted- 


| for Modeſty, Con--dence enough dily ſtood between you and Op- 
0 | | to juſtify the Practice: But ma- preſſion in a late Reign? Were 
I | ny may Condemn the Gentlemen not many of them then thanked 
| 

| 


by 


N 
5 
7 


paying their Duty to the Princeſs, 
when any Appearance at her 
rt was made 2 Mark ef Dif- 
affection to thoſe then in power ? 
When many now in Employment 


would not by any common Re- 


ſpectꝭ on her to be of the 
has been their behaviour to the 
Crown, ſince her M—fty's Ac- 
ceſſion to it? Let any one conſi- 
der, what the poſture of Affairs 


then was, and give an Inſtance 
an G60 —— nt under 
ſuch Difficultics fo effectually 


_ ſupported : Let them ſhew, 


whenever ſo ſure, and ſuch large 
Supplies under ſuch Anticipati- 
ons of all the Branches of the 
Revenue, were given with ſuch 


ſpeed, and ſuch Reſpect to the 


Crown ? Was not their early Set- 


tlement of the Civil Liſt, for Life, 


a Proof of their Confidence in 
ihe Queen, and of the Httle Ne- 
gard to their own Intereſt, as 


Well as their Clauſe in it, to 


prevent future Grams, of their 
care of their Country? Was not 


their extraordinary Proviſion for 


the Prince, another Inſtance of 
their Zeal to her Majeſty? Aud 
their late Preſent to the Duke of 
Marlborough; of their Honour for 
thoſe who Serve Her? Were not 


their publick unuſual Thanks to 
2 Great Man for the Manage- 
ment of the R-—nue,' a Proof 


that they could pay Regard to 
Merit, where they themſelves had 


no private Intereſt? Their Ad- 


dreſs to the een upon the late 
Storm to repair e Navy, and 


0 N . | o 
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to provided forthe Widows and 

Children of Men loſt in Ns 
late Bounty to the Soldiers and © 
Seamen, Who ſerved the laſt Sum- 
mer, are proofs of as true a Zeal 
for rhe Publick Service, as their 
Predeceſſors in a late Reign had 
for their private Pockets: Others 
muſt tell, Why their further De- 
ſigns to. ſerve the Publick were 
baffled? Why the Bill for the 
Poor was laid aſide? Why their 


Endeavours to — to light 
the Embezlements of t 


Treaſure in the late Reign were 
diſcou 7 by thoſe in Power, 
and all future ones prevented by 
rejecting the Bill for examining 
the Publick Accounts? Can any 
other Reaſon be alledg'd, of the 
Coolnefs of ſome to thoſe by 
which they were ſupported in 


a late Reign; but that for which 
their Country ought to eſteem 


them, becauſe they were not 
haſty to do that themſelves which 
they had lately condemn'd in o- 
thers, and to make their own pri- 


vate Court at the Expence of rhe 


Publick. Their Affection to b 
Queen, and 10 ber Service, is not 
fuſpeQed by thoſe who ſeem diſ- 


pofed 10 breale wich them, bur 


perhaps theſe Gentlemen are not 
implicite enough, or they are 
thonghr without any juſt ground, 
to be in an Intereſt incompatible 
with that of thoſe who manage, 
and the Publick Good muſt yiel 

to their private Suſpicions, The 


' Rancour of others againſt them 
is known to be, becauſe of their 


concern for the Prerogative, and 


— we — “ 


. their ſteadineſs to the Monarchy... | 
. 3 But 


e pubſick 


that of your Count. j. 
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But it were to be wiſk'd, that 


ſome late T ranſactions may not 


prevent any Complaints, for the 


future, of any intemperate Zeal 


in them on either of thoſe Ac- 
counts: While you are ſtedfaſt 


to theſe Gentlemen in ſecuring 
your own Intereſt, you ſerye 
your Country. Their Stakes in it 
are ſuch, as muſt always keep 
them ſteady to its Intereſt. © Their 
Integrity has ſtood all» Fryals 


either of. fear or hope, even the ſe- 


ve reſt of Teſts, the Reſentment 
of Uſage from thoſe they had 
ſervcd and ſupported. 


Had I not reſolved to confine 


theſe Reflections to what concerns 


you as Clery men, I might apply 


to you under another Character 


as you are Engliſhmen; for you 


have ſhewn in the two laſt Reigns, 
that you think not your ſelves 
to have any Intereſt diſtinct from 


* could ſhew how all other Or- 


ders of Men, as well as your own, 


are concerned in the next Elec- 


tions? What may not the Nation 
expect, if the Shceme, which is 
laid, ſhould prevail, of ſup--ſfing 
the H. of C,, or having it 


compoſed only of dependant 
me - nary Men? The Proſpect is 


terrible to ſee thoſe: ſer up for 
Patrons .of Property, who never 
had any regard to Juſtice an 


AI beir private Dealings. Ail——ry 


Goal is a truer ' inſtance, than 


the late A- 


ury Petitioners, 


of the Tenderneſs of @ Great 5 
, for the Liberty of the.. ( upon any Suggeſtion whatever) 


* 


—— — 
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Subject. Hundreds who have rot- 
ted there for want of their d 
Wages, ſhew what his Compat- 


ſion is for poor Priſoners? But 


I wave this; and only have re- 


flected, how far your Rights, as 


you are Clergy-men, may be in 
danger ſince ſhould a Party be 
formed in the n,, ready to 
conſent to what others would 


propoſe, your continuance would 


not only be precarious but mira- 
raculous; net by any ſtrength 
of your own intereſt, = by the 
Courteſie of thoſe Men, whoſe 
Mercies were always crucl. 


Think not, if you are remiſs at 
preſent, that it may be in your 


Power to retrieve the Evil, your 


Enemies are Men of Experience, 


they can extort things from the 
Cr, though your Fr tends 
could not; they are under no 
Reſtraints of Conſcience or Com- 


plaint; they Will not loſe an op- 


portunity, ſhould they prevail, 
they would come enrag'd, to re- 
venge themſelves for the hazard 


they have been in, of being diſap- 
pointed, and to ſecure themſclves 


a” 


againſt any after · Game. 


What has been ſaid is not with 


any deſign to give ill Impreſſion 
of her M—jes 60 —- t. Lou 
are ſure her Ma — ie: On In- 


tentions are favourable to you: 


Others: know you neither have, 
nor can have, any Intereſt ſepe- 
rate from hers: Did not they 


think ſo, perhaps, they would have 
been} 


re Grievious to you; this 
is only to defire you not to quit 


the 


5% 


che only viſible Security you 
have at preſent under God, your 


Intereſt in your Neighbours . and 
Friends the Gentlemen of the 
"> ſe of Commons ; but to 


exert your Known Strength in the 
Nation, and once more to con- 
vince thoſe who have no Grati- 


tude, that it will always be 
their own Intereſt to Counte- 


nance you. 


It has been an Argument con- 


ſtantly urged for ſupporting Pres- 
bytery in Scotland, againſt fo great 


a Majority of Men of another; 


Perſuaſion, that the number 6 


_ thoſe who were for Preddyrery 


were, indeed, fewer than of 
thoſe for Epiſcopacy; but the 


Activity and Zeal of thoſe of 
that Perſuaſion, ſupplied the de- 
fect of their Numbers, and made 


them an Over- match for the o- 
thers. I wiſh we may not live to 


ſee the ſame Argument urged for 


E 


the — of Pre. —tery in 


—— 


ſome of the R Ni, 
but the M—ſtrous Alliance in 
vrhich many of them are at 
preſent Engaged, would juſti- 
fy Reflections much more ſe. 
S | 

What has been faid, is Ad- 
dreſſed chiefly to the Country Clex.. 
£5, tho", perhaps, they are leaſt 
concern'd in it; but they are 


_ thoſe who, by their Lives and 


Converſations, always had, and 
muſt have, a ar laſhes | 
on the Nation, They are cyntent 
with the Teſtimony of a Good 
Conſcience for doing their Duty, 
and are not check'd in it by. any 
diſtant hopes, that may be thrown 
out to them: They have always 
ated upon this Principle only. 


and their Moderate Brethren, 


who enjoy chaſely tbe Dignities 
the Church, have owed, and 
muſt ſtill owe, their ſecure poſ- 
ſeſſion of em, to the Steadineſs 
and Judgment of thoſe who have 
- leaſt Share in, or Proſpect of 
them. N 


Some Expreſſions in this Paper 


may, perhaps, ſcem hard upon 


FINIS. 
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